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SPONSORS:
Benwood Foundation
Lyndhurst Foundation

PARTNERS:
Chattanooga, Department of Public Works
Chattanooga Department of Transportation

“First Impressions” Image by Cristian Aranda, 2021 Summer Intern
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 Chattanooga Design Studio was chartered in 2015 with a 
charge to improve the quality of life for all Chattanoogans through 
urban design. We fulfill that mission by focusing on partnerships, 
relationships, and collaborations that shape a shared vision. We are so 
grateful to have in place the support we need to share our expertise on 
improving places that profoundly impact life in Chattanooga.

 We spent 2021 collaborating on strategies to strengthen the 
City’s most historic neighborhoods and beloved public places. People 
in the Westside neighborhood or in the heart of our City Center want to 
belong, to feel connected to the changes occurring around us. We all 
seek safety, comfort, and enjoyment in our shared public spaces. At the 
core of all our 2021 diverse activities was relationships — relationships 
to the programs and projects, to each other, and to our city. This is what 
consistently informs our approach to human-scaled design.  

 We are humbled to have received national awards and 
recognition in 2021. We thank our board, partners, collaborators, and 
supporters for working alongside us to improve places. The greatest 
reward is seeing a shared vision come to life — and to have that vision 
be embraced by diverse groups comprised of individuals who also 
value a beautiful, connected city. 

With grace,

Eric Myers 

(he/him/his)

Executive Director

Photo credit:
Troy Stolt
Times Free Press

OUR MISSION:
To enhance Chattanooga’s quality of life by educating the community 

about, advocating for and facilitating excellent urban design.
OUR VISION:

Chattanooga will be internationally recognized and celebrated as an 
outstanding example of collaborative and effective urban design.
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 Westside Evolves:
In 2021 we partnered to shape a 

shared long-range vision with the 
Westside community. 

Through community-centered design 
in the form of hundreds of facilitated 

meetings, 1,000 surveys, and miles 
of community input, Westside 
Community Evolves took root. 

Now a preliminary plan is underway 
for renovations and restorations to 
the historic James A. Henry School 
and adjacent Shelia Jennings Park.

This plan identifies strategies for 
phasing in new, affordable housing 

and restoring historic assets.

HEALTHY CONNECTED NEIGHBORHOODS

Partners: 

The Chattanooga Housing 
Authority, City of Chattanooga, EJP   
Consulting, Inc.

Sponsors: 

The City of Chattanooga, The 
Chattanooga Housing Authority, 
The Footprint Foundation, The 
Benwood Foundation, The Lyndhurst 
Foundation, Riverview Partners.

[top]

A vision for Shelia Jennings Park and 
James A Henry School.

[left]

Children share ideas at a community 
workshop.
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Westside Evolves:
Implimentation Strategies

Chattanooga Design Studio remains an active partner with the Chattanooga 
Housing Authority (CHA) and the City of Chattanooga in the ongoing 

implementation process. In November 2021, the CHA funded a preliminary 
design and programming exercise for Sheila Jennings Park and the James A. 

Henry School “community hub.” 

The Westside Evolves team partnered with local architecture firm SRR & 
Associates, PC, with Nashville-based Moody Nolan, Inc. and Hawkins Partners, 

Inc. to plan for the future of the historic building and park ste.  

[right]

Sharon Dragg talks with children about the community.

[bottom]

Children share ideas at a community workshop.
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A Community Hub:
The design team kicked off with 
community workshops in November 
and December to build on resident and 
community input gathered during the 
planning process. 

Some ideas so far for the building’s use 
include early learning, adult educational 
classes, SPLASH Youth Arts expansion, 
a health clinic, and recreational 
opportunities. 

A preliminary design concept is now 
posted on the Westside Evolves website.

Partners: 

The Chattanooga Housing Authority, 
City of Chattanooga, EJP Consulting, 

Inc., SRR Architects,PC, Moody 
Nolan, Inc., Hawkins Partners, Inc.

Sponsor: 

The Chattanooga Housing Authority

[top]

A vision for the “community hub” with 
improvements to Shelia Jennings Park 

and James A Henry School.

[right]

Residents and community leaders 
share ideas in a family feud format  at a 

community workshop.
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James A. Henry Academic 
Architecture Studio:

Chattanooga Design Studio has 
maintained close relationships 

with regional universities that offer 
architecture and urban design 

programs. Since 2017 we have been 
honored to host several of these  

academic studios with the University 
of Tennessee School of Architecture. 

Professor Kevin Stevens’ fourth-
year studio students spent the 

fall 2021 semester collaborating 
with community members and 

professionals in Chattanooga to 
imagine a reuse of the historic James 

A. Henry School. 

The students began the semester with 
a visit to Chattanooga, where local 
author and historian Rita Lorraine 
Hubbard gave them an overview 
of the history of the building and   
surrounding neighborhood. 

They heard from current and former 
residents, several of whom have 
fond memories of attending the   
elementary school.

CDS Creative Community Fellows 
Demetrius Smith and Erika Roberts 
provided valuable insights to the 
students by grounding the work 
in a local context and offering             
project feedback. 

And at the end of the semester, 
Emma Hines’ and Catherine Little’s 
project Crowning Kwanza, won first 
place in the AIA Middle Tennessee           
Design Awards!
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Lessons from the Porch: 
A Public Space Evaluation

The Porch, at Georgia Avenue and Market 
Street, was designed with extensive 
community input. Installed in 2020 outside 
Patten Towers, it transformed the area into 
a true neighborhood meeting ground with 
space to rest, relax, and socialize. 

Good design is a fluid process, and throughout 
2021, the Studio observed and interacted 
with the Porch to learn some valuable lessons. 
Our partners at Gehl, an international urban 
design resource, compiled and analyzed the 
data we collected alongside local landscape 
architecture practice WMWA to help shape 
design direction for this and other future 
public realm projects.  

Through the Studio’s facilitation 
of local partners, Chattanooga 

received the first national award of 
its kind that spotlights public realm 

design and community engagement 
for its work on the Porch. The 

American Society of Landscape 
Architects (ASLA) has awarded our 

design partners, WMWA Landscape 
Architects and artist Genesis the 
Greykid, with an Honor Award in 

Urban Design for their work on    
this project.

[top]

Workshop input and comments 
collected.

[right]

Excerpt from the public life            
report - December 2021.

STREETS AS PLACES FOR PEOPLE
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The Porch - Next Steps:

We will continue the project, acting on data that indicates the need for specific 
changes, while making other adaptations that further test and refine this public 

space 

The Porch: A Public Space Pilot Project Evaluation, which summarizes findings 
from this collaborative design project, is now available to the public as a resource 

at: www.chattanoogastudio.com/projects

Partners: 

City of Chattanooga Transportation Department, Public Art Chattanooga, and 
WMWA Landscape Architects.

Sponsors: 

The City of Chattanooga, The Community Foundation of Greater Chattanooga, 
The Lyndhurst Foundation, The Benwood Foundation.

[right]

An on-site workshop for The Porch with residents of Patten Towers.

[bottom]

A Gospel in the Park Celebration.
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The Scramble:
The Ramble Plan in 2016 envisioned a First 
Street Art Walk, a linear park connection 
between Ross’ Landing and Walnut Hill areas. 
This park-like street connection features 
custom fiber-reinforced sculpted concrete 
art elements created by Singer Studio. The 
project required the re-purposing of an 
eight-foot deep concrete vault—formerly 
a conveyance for a funicular—into a 
stormwater reclamation basin. The space, 
which compliments Chattanooga’s art and 
nature themes, opened to the public in April 
2021 at a project cost of $1.7 million. 

Partners: 

The RiverCity Company, City of Chattanooga 
Public Works Department, Public                 
Art Chattanooga.

Sponsors: 

The City of Chattanooga, The Lyndhurst 
Foundation, The Benwood Foundation.

Crutchfield and Glass - 
Asphalt Art Mural:

In spring 2021 we partnered 
with Glass House Collective and 

CDOT’s Asphalt Art Initiative 
program to brighten and activate 

the public space on Crutchfield  
Street. Local artists Kevin Bate 

and 2$ON led an asphalt art 
mural design and installation that 
integrated community feedback. 

This community-owned public 
safety project helps slow traffic and 

increases pedestrian safety.

 

Partners and Sponsors:

See: www.glasshousecollective.org/
asphalt-art/
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Patten Square Opening:
 Patten Parkway was identified in the City Center Plan of 2015 as a public 

space in need of a significant renovation. The re-imagined space inverted the 
use of space, particularly space that had been devoted to vehicles. The new 

configuration directs and contains vehicular flow to the center, which is flanked 
by large oak trees arranged in a grid. This mimics the columns and canopy of the 

historic Market Square that occupied the space in the late 1800s. 

The New Patten Square was completed and opened to the public in April 2021 
at a project cost of $4.75 million. 

Partners: 

The RiverCity Company, City of Chattanooga Transportation Department, Public Art  
Chattanooga, WMWA Landscape Architects, ASA Engineering.

Sponsors: 

The City of Chattanooga, The Community Foundation of Greater Chattanooga, ZC Patten 
Fund, The Riverview Foundation, Bob and Elizabeth Corker, Lamp post Properties, The 

Lyndhurst Foundation, The Benwood Foundation.

[top]

A view from below “Radiance”, a Patten Square public art installation.

[bottom left and right]

Photos from Patten Square dedication on July 23, 2021.
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Sarah Brown
Food Well Alliance, Atlanta GA

“Urban Agriculture & Local Food System 
Planning In Chattanooga”

with: Melonie Lusk, Crabtree Farms and 
Bill Rush, YMCA of Greater Chattanooga

Ronda Lee Chapman 
The Trust for Public Land, Washington DC
“Re-Imagining Our Relationship To Place:
How We Decolonize Design Thinking To 
Inspire Collective Well-Being?”

with: Daniela Peterson, Senior 
Community Strategist, The Trust for 
Public Land

Rhae Parkes 
EJP Consulting, Washington DC 

“Evolving Neighborhoods:
Creative and Community-

Centered Planning”

with: Erika Roberts,
Creative Strategist

a speaker series honoring Robert Taylor
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Ronda Lee Chapman hosted a roundtable 
conversation during which attendees were asked 
to think critically about how we define community, 
how we honor the ancestral lands we inhabit and 
enjoy, and the ways in which we interact with the 
inherent politics of place. The conversation focused 
on the complexities of how we live together in the 
right relationship to land and place. In her current 
role as Equity Director at The Trust for Public Land, 
she advises all 30 of TPL’s offices nationwide on 
how to bring parks and access to nature to the 
people who can benefit most. 

We also hosted food policy expert Sarah Brown, 
who shared lessons from the metro Atlanta region 
about city agriculture planning with communities, 
municipalities, and regional agencies.  Sarah was 
joined in discussion by two local food advocates, 
Melonie Lusk of Crabtree Farms, and Bill Rush of 
the YMCA of Greater Chattanooga.

Photo credit:
Brooke Bragger

brookebragger.com

CIVIQ:
a speaker series honoring 

Robert Taylor

Evolving Neighborhoods: Creative and 
Community-Centered Planning, our first 

in-person event since the start of the 
pandemic, was a success. 

Presenters Rhae Parkes of Washington, 
D.C.’s EJP Consulting and local 

creative strategist Erika Roberts were 
accompanied on stage by Chattanooga 
visual artist Andrew Travis, who created 

a painting in real time inspired by      
the discussion.

Photo credit:
Brooke Bragger
brookebragger.com
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2021 Community Creatives Fellowship Program

How can artists be used in ways beyond their medium?

Beyond the canvas, music and the dance floor. 

I would have never imagined (back in 7th grade) that I would be using 
my artistic language in ways going beyond my journal or stage. 

Working with Chattanooga Design Studio in community settings as 
a poet, and organizer has been nothing but pure artistic fellowship. I 
learned even more about the power of art in unexpected places. 

It has been a pleasing honor to show up in communities that look like 
mE as the artist that I was born to be. 

I worked alongside residents interpreting their lived experiences; 
making ART. 

THAT is the honor.

“A community is speaking and the art is listening.”

~Erika Roberts 
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2021 Community Creatives Fellowship Program

Chattanooga Design Studio is a great organization I had the opportunity 
to partner with; their fellowship program allows for individuals with 
relevant experience to engage with community members and serve as 
a mentor in various ways. This past fall, along with the wonderful Erika 
Roberts, I had the chance to mentor a class of fourth year architecture 
students from The University of Tennessee - Knoxville (my alma mater). 
The Westside Evolves Plan is an ongoing city project that has continued 
to grow and impact the city through awareness, history, culture, 
community and engagement! Giving the students a chance to learn 
about the Westside was a beautiful experience as it taught individuals 
about how and why many factors play into creating beautiful, functional 
spaces. I even learned about several black artists that gave inspiration 
to the students during the design process. 

As someone born and raised in Chattanooga who lived in the Westside 
at one point, it was important for me to enlighten the students about 
the Westside Community and its core values and struggles. The project 
focused around revitalizing the historic James A. Henry School that has 
sat underutilized for years. It can be a challenging process attempting to 
tackle problems that have festered for a generation. That’s why design 
is special because you get a chance to study the past, to understand 
the present, with plans to impact the future. It’s key to understand the 
depth of historic structures and critical to have the ability to re-purpose 
them. Change can sometimes be met with resistance, but collaborative 
design is a powerful tool when done correctly. These types of 
developments bring about change and can lead to investments poured 
back into impoverished neighborhoods that deserve recognition and 
prominence. CDS has done a wonderful job bringing these situations 
to light.

Demetrius Smith, Senior Architectural Designer

Chattanooga Design Studio Fellow 2021
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2021 Summer Internship Program
In summer 2021, Chattanooga Design Studio’s Internship Program hosted three 
architecture students from Clemson, Georgia Tech, and UT Knoxville — Josiah 
Kinney, Cristian Aranda, and Gina Nguyen. This super talented group worked 
closely with Glass House Collective and Rossville BLVD to build on the great 
work of these neighborhood-focused, community-building organizations. 

The interns began by conducting an inventory of existing neighborhood 
conditions, including building uses, infrastructure, and open space. After gaining 
a better understanding of the neighborhood geography, their study focused on 
places and spaces that host existing amenities and building on planned and 
previous public realm investments. 

The full studies are available on our website at:  

www.chattanoogastudio.com/projects

Big thanks to Gina, Josiah and Cristian (seated from left, in the photo below) 
for their fantastic work in these neighborhoods - and for keeping us laughing all 
summer with your humor and clever office pranks!

Photo credit:
CDS Staff
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Both the general administrative costs and 
payroll came at nearly $20K under budget for 
the year. Cash position remained good. The 
organization had unrestricted cash available 
for the start of 2021 operations at $358K. 

During the second quarter, the organization 
conducted a favorable and “clean” 2020 audit 
with CPA firm Mauldin & Jenkins. 

The following are the primary financial 
highlights from 2021:

• 2021 budgeting identified a deficit created 
by an obligation to spend $435,000 of the 
$622,000 for The Westside Evolves, The 
Porch, and Bus Stop projects in 2021; 

• ended the year with almost $430K in cash 
to dedicate to 2022 work plan; 

• an SBA Paycheck Protection Program loan 
to CDS in the amount of $50,200.00 was 
forgiven in May of 2021.

Additional financial information is available 
upon request.

Financial Highlights

• 2021 Budget Revenues:  $569,200

• 2021 Actual Revenues:  $810,557.59

• 2021 Budget Expenditures:  $905,789

• 2021 Actual Expenditures:  $904,980.85

• Cash on Hand at Year End:  $428,305

• Restricted Net Assets (12-31-2021): $70,194

Management & General 
Expense:

$91,149.98

Programs:

$803,480.50
EXPENSES

10.37%

88.49%

1.14% Fundraising:

$10,350.37

Non-Government

Grants:

$485,000.00 

Other Contributions and 
Investments:

$53,382.55

Local Government 
Grants:

$200,000.00

6.59%

59.84%

24.67%

REVENUE 8.9%
Program Service 
Fees:

$72,175.04
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2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Charita Allen
Ethan Collier

Kelly Fitzgerald
Heidi Hefferlin

Johanna Heywood
Jeff Pfitzer

Lisa Pinckney
Mark McKnight

Virginia Anne Sharber
Dr. Mina Sartipi

Rob Taylor
Macon Toledano
Jim Williamson

Dakasha Winton
Rick Wood

Executive Committee:
Rick Wood (Chair)

Johanna Heywood  (Vice Chair)
Heidi Hefferlin (Secretary)
Charita Allen (Treasurer)

Advisory Members:
Jeff Pfitzer (Ex. Officio / Advisory)

Lisa Pinckney (Advisory)
Macon Toledano (Advisory)

Executive Director:
Eric Myers

Photo credit:
Troy Stolt
Times Free Press






















































